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In this issue… 

Agave…our renewed interest in the ancient agave plant has had Cascabelians searching the 
surrounding desert in areas of known Sobaipuri occupation. Cindy Salo helps us revisit the plant’s 
history and intense usefulness for a variety of purposes. We also once again revisit the naming of 
Cascabel Road. We still could be living along Pomerene Road if Pete Edgell hadn’t launched a name 
change petition years ago. A 1987 article by Mary Taylor explores the history of the road.  
 

Hunting the ancient agave 
                                                              By Cindy Salo 
 
Agaves spend much of their lives as toothy, 
spikey plants we avoid while hiking. Most agaves 
bloom only once, throwing their heart and 
carbohydrates into raising an exorbitant stalk of 
fragrant flowers that ripen into dry 
fruits stacked with flat, black seeds. 
We're captivated by the 
transformation from spikey to 
florescent. 
  
However, for over 8,000 years, 
people have harvested agaves just 
before flowering, usurping the 
carbohydrates in the stem for human food and 
beverage. The leaves also provide fibers for rope, 
baskets, bags and sandals.  
 

Although people have used agaves continuously 
in Mexico, the plants' cultivation and culture 
faded from what is now Arizona by the 16th 
century. Residents of Cascabel have periodically 
wondered if we could grow agave in our valley. 
After all, Sobaipuri agave fields dot our 
community, and wild agaves grow in the area.  
 

When this question came up again last winter, we 
learned that survivors of pre-Columbian 

cultivated agave had recently been found in our 
area. Wendy Hodgson and her colleague Andrew 
Salywon, both with the Desert Botanical Garden, 
named the new species Agave sanpedroensis. 

Wendy and Andrew even suggested 
that this low-water-use crop could be 
revived to diversify agriculture and 
stimulate new industries in the U.S. 
Southwest.  
 

We contacted Wendy, who was as 
eager as we were to connect. In 
January 2019, she told a packed 

Cascabel Community Center about the eight (and 
counting) species of formerly cultivated agaves 
she and her colleagues have found. In February, 
dozens of people braved blustery weather on a 
follow-up field trip. Wendy explained how she 
recognizes the different species of agaves and 
outlined how we can help her survey the plants in 
our valley. 
 
Wendy and Andrew work with archaeologists, 
who have documented extensive agave fields at 
many sites in central and southern Arizona. Rows 
of rocks along contour lines slowed runoff across 



the fields and rock mulch piles reduced 
evaporation. Near the fields, archaeologists find 
 knives used for removing leaves and roasting pits 
where agave stems, or "heads," were baked to 
sweetness.  
 

The plants we see today are genetically identical 
to those the Sobaipuri and other groups 
developed to suit their needs. Unlike their wild 
relatives, these cultivated agaves produce little or 
no seed. Instead, the plants reproduce 
vegetatively, usually by pupping, to produce 
offspring identical to the parent. Cultivated 
agaves are also sweeter than their wild relatives 
and their leaves are easier to cut. 
 

After surviving for centuries, or even millennia, 
climate change and development threaten these 
rare plants.  As cultivated crops, they fall into a 
protection gap: the Endangered Species Act 
protects only wild species and the Archaeological 
Resources Protection Act protects only inanimate 
artifacts.  
 

Wendy fears these recently discovered, living 
storehouses of information on people, culture, 
and plants could be lost. We are helping Wendy 
find and protect these unique plants. To learn 
more, contact Sweetwater Center or the Cascabel 
Conservation Association. 
 

Cindy Salo, scientist and writer 
CindySalo.com 
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Agave flowers provide nectar for, and are 
pollinated by, nectar-feeding bats. 

You can help agaves and bats 
by Cindy Salo, 

 with information from Francesca Claverie 

 
Step outdoors on a warm Cascabel night and you 
might be swept up in what naturalist Ralph Waldt 
calls a "bat tornado" of winged mammals. 
Residents routinely wake to find that the clouds 
of bats have drained their hummingbird feeders 
overnight.  
 

Although nectar-feeding bats are most noticeable 
in our valley, only two of the 30 bats native to 
Arizona feed from flowers; most Arizona bats eat 
insects. Both nectar-feeders, Choeronycteris 
mexicana (Mexican long-tongued bat) and 
Leptonycteris yerbabuenae (lesser long-nosed 
bat), visit Cascabel during warm months.  
 

World-wide, the more than 1,300 bat species 
represent almost a fourth of the over 5,400 
mammals. Bats have the agility to catch and eat 
prodigious amounts of night-flying insects and to 
pollinate night-blooming flowers atop tall agave 
stalks and columnar cacti. 
 

Agaves and cacti provide bats a nectar meal in 
exchange for pollen the bats inadvertently carry 
among plants. The bats move with the blooms, 
from southern Mexico in winter to the grasslands 
of northern Mexico and the southern U.S. in 
summer.  
 

This elegant partnership evolved over millions of 
years and is crucial to the survival of both 
partners. Currently, bats and agaves are both 
threatened by climate change and the loss of 
agaves to land clearing, development, and the 
harvest of wild agave for Bacanora, the agave 
liquor of Sonora. 
 

The lesser long-nosed bat is the most imperiled of 
the two nectar feeders in our area. Although this 
bat was removed from the endangered species 
list by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2018, 
these pollinators are still at risk due to the 
decline of their nectar sources.  
 
The Borderlands Restoration Network (BRN), 
based in Patagonia, Arizona, works with many 

https://www.sweetwatercenter.org/
https://www.cascabelconservation.org/
https://www.cascabelconservation.org/


partners to protect bats by increasing their agave  
food supply. You can help both agaves and bats 
by participating in two of these projects. 
 

BRN tracks the effects of climate change on two 
native agaves in our area through the USA 
National Phenology Network's (USA-NPN's) 
Flowers for Bats campaign. Many plants are 
blooming earlier as our climate warms. If bats 
migrate from Mexico on their usual schedule, but 
Agave parryi and Agave palmeri bloom earlier, 
the bats might arrive to find nothing to eat.  
 

Visit Flowers for Bats at 
https://fws.usanpn.org/flowersforbats to watch 
and report agave flowering times in your area.  
 

BRN replants agaves lost from the southwest U.S. 
and northwestern Mexico as part of Bat 
Conservation International's (BCI's) Agaves for 
Bats campaign. Each year, BRN collects agave 
pups and seed to grow thousands of agaves for 
planting. Francesca Claverie makes this happen as 
BRN's Nursery Manager; she's also a member of 
the Sweetwater Center board. Visit BRN at 
https://www.borderlandsrestoration.org/native-
plant-materials to plant and protect agaves on 
your land.   
 

If you haven't experienced a bat tornado, keep 
your hummingbird feeders full for the night shift, 
watch when agaves flower in your area, and plant 
some agaves at your place. Then step outdoors 
on a warm Cascabel night and wait for the 
whirlwind. 
 

Newly created walking trail at Cascabel 
Commons  + milepost 24 

 
  

Cascabel Blizzard! 
January 2nd and then another one after that! 

 

The winter rains and surprising regional snow 
brought an incredible spring bloom. 
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 … not a creature was stirring and no power generation either! 

Karen McKelvey                                                        Dave Schreve 

And then all that moisture gave us this magic 

 
 
 
 
 

 
In order to remain a trail, it needs to be used, 
so please get out and enjoy. It loops through 
uplands, down across the river and back. 
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A Road By Any Other 
Name 

By Pete Edgell 

Delight and I moved to our ten acre 

parcel of land in August 1973. 

Several years after that time, we 

were informed that for 911 safety 

information, our easement road was going to be 

called North Brushy Place. If people on North 

Brushy Place didn’t like the name, I was told I 

could use the petition to have the people living 

on Brushy Place choose another name and have 

the residents sign the petition. We chose North 

Star Road. The petition was duly signed and sent 

to Bisbee. I called the man in charge and said we 

were wondering if we could do something about 

the county road which we had learned was being 

called Pomerene Road for some long distance. He 

told me that it might be possible. What name did 

I have in mind? I asked about River Road which is 

what longtime residents called it. That was 

already take. He asked what was wrong with 

Pomerene Road?  I said we don’t live in 

Pomerene. He said okay, do you have a name you 

would really like it to be? I said Cascabel Road is 

the best name but the road to Willcox was 

already named Cascabel Road. He informed me 

then that the Dobsons of Three Links Ranch had 

moved their ranch to what was Cascabel Road 

and petitioned to call it Three Links Road. He 

informed me that their petition had been 

accepted and that Cascabel Road was available. I 

think I gasped then and said, “Does this mean we 

can change the county road name from 

Pomerene Road to Cascabel Road?” He said yes. 

If I wanted to carry petitions to people who live 

on the county road, with enough signatures from 

people living on the road, the name could be 

changed to Cascabel Road. 

I wrote the article and titled it, “A Road by Any 

Other Name,” a paraphrase of Shakespeare’s “A 

Rose by Any Other Name.” The signing party was 

where Ray and Julie Gamez were living. I met 

people I had never seen before. 

They were very happy to make the 

name Cascabel Road. 

Some people didn’t make it to the 
signing party so I had a list of 
addresses of people to track down. 
I got many more signatures. I went 
to one ranch house and told the 

woman living there about the chance to change 
the road name. She was all for it but when I told 
her I would need her tax ID number, she said she 
was sorry but she couldn’t do that. I said I already 
had enough signatures and started to head 
toward her front door. She stopped me and said, 
“Wait. Are you the guy who stopped just outside 
of Pomerene when my horse trailer had a flat and 
I had no spare….and you drove me all the way to 
my ranch after midnight and then all the way 
back to the trailer outside of Pomerene?” I said, 
“Yes, that was me.” She said, “I will sign your 
petition and write down my tax ID number.”      
We thanked each other and I went on home. 

Pomerene Road became Cascabel Road on April 

Fools’ Day. 

  

 

 
The Old Leach 

Wagon Road 

By Mary Taylor  
1st printed Feb 1987 in the Redington Resource Review 

 

Our road was built along the San Pedro River in 
order to join some of the military forts in the 
territory. Other historical sources tell us that after 
the Mormon Battalion established an east-west road 
through southern Arizona in 1847, gold was 
discovered in California and that state joined the 
Union. There was then a demand for a shorter more 
problem-free route through the area. Congress in 
1857 was forced to appropriate and grant $200,000 
for new road construction. Supervising the new  

 

Sue Newman 



route was James B. Leach, an army engineer, who 
gave his name to the road. 
 

The new road crossed Apache Pass west of Fort 
Bowie, east of Willcox, continued west to a point 
near Tres Alamos, north of Benson, and turned 
north along the east side of the San Pedro River, 
crossing to the west bank where the San Pedro 
joins Aravaipa Creek. By proceeding along the San 
Pedro to the Gila River, the road provided a faster 
route with more watering and resting places. 
 

Why was this shorter, more convenient route 
abandoned as a major thoroughfare to the West? 
Tucson citizens protested the short cut because 
the route discouraged travelers from going 
through their town.  
 

The Leach Wagon Road is the same twisty, rough, 
ungraveled road (with few changes) that we must 
use today to get to Benson or San Manuel. The 
vision of the many travelers who have passed this 
way, their successes, failures, problems and 
solutions are food for thought as we ourselves 
cover the long dusty, sometimes flooded, narrow 
miles. It is probably the oldest, continuously used 
most neglected road in Arizona. 
 

Rainfall Totals 
 

Month 
 

Narrows 3-Links Teran Basin 

Nov ‘18 0.11 0.16 0.18 

Dec ‘18 0.92 1.12 1.24 

Jan ‘19 0.80 1.27 1.02 

Feb ‘19 1.96 1.54 2.39 

Mrch ‘19 0.84 0.93 1.07 

April ‘19 0.34 0.22 0.39 

Total ‘18 18.62 
 

10.95 15.21 

 

  

When You’re Gone         ~   by Katie Talbott 
The egg cup and the steer horn 

and the broken watch and the horse 

with one leg that you saved 

from your mother’s house 

when she died 

lie limp. 

It is our own energy 

that makes things shine, 

and when you died, all 

your things sighed like a tire 

with a slow leak, gradually 

settling into uselessness. 
 

"Mischance is a collaboration; I have told 
myself...None of us, surely, is harmless, 
whatever our private fantasies urge us to 
believe. Whatever any of us may have 
wanted in retiring to these hills, we have 
not escaped each other. The single-
minded rancher anxious to capitalize on 
his remaining land, the Italian native son 
with the invalid wife and the sullen 
daughter and the narcotic adobe bricks, 
the threatened young woman desperate 
for continuity, the kook who lived in the 
treehouse and the kook who lives at the 
top of the hill - whatever we wanted, we 
stumbled into community, with its 
consequences." 
 

Wallace Stegner All the Little Live Things 

 

 

Tulgey Wood Quilts 
Leslie  Hellreigal 

520-212-2037 



 
  

The Community Quilt for this year’s Christmas Fair 
 

Leslie H is taking the lead this year and presented the theme of HOME to the Community Center 

Board. Here is one way of approaching it if you don’t want to sew. Take a photo: example Elna’s 

gate. She prints it on the fabric background square and then runs it through her machine to complete. 

She has fabric squares available and is eager to brainstorm and assist you. Then she completes the 

magic by running an image of the river up one side of the quilt and your piece is placed along the 

river where it belongs.  
 

          HOME. 
 

Come join us. For a 

square or questions  

or ideas call Leslie at 
 

        212 -2037  

        Deadlines 

Photo – July 1 

Square – July 15   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 CCA continues to monitor game cameras in the Cascabel area as part of a collaborative 

project with the Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance.  There are currently 13 cameras spread 
out along a 15-mile stretch of the river around Cascabel. Alex Binford Walsh.  
Ralph Waldt: The turkeys that are native here are Gould turkeys and are at the northern tip 
of their range which extends southward along the Sierra Madres. 

 

Aim High Acres 
 

Pastured Pork and Chicken 
 

aimhighacres@gmail.com 
 

mailto:aimhighacres@gmail.com


  

 

 

Who will stand up 
for the web of life? 

LowerSanPedro.org  LowerSanPedro@gmail.com 
 

 
The Cascabel CPA 

David Blocker 
520-212-1040 

 

 

The Community Garden 
Once again the garden  
produces with effort and 
 water, eagerness and  
sunshine. The latest  
major endeavor is the  
greenhouse construction. 
 

Photos by Bob Evans  

 

 

 

 

Watering the magnificent mulch pile with water pumped by 
the solar panels and gravity fed back down to the garden. 

file:///C:/Users/sue's%20laptop/Documents/LowerSanPedro.org
mailto:LowerSanPedro@gmail.com


 

 

 

New neighbor Kai Staats has 
bought the Healy/Perino glass 
house property. He graciously 
offered a 40 acre parcel to 
Cascabel Conservation 
Association (CCA), just west of 
his house, at a very reasonable 
price. It is most recognizable as 
the ‘peninsula’ at mp23. It is at a 
critical confluence of Hot Springs 
and Paige Canyons entering the 
San Pedro. A brief and 
surprisingly short fund raiser 
met the price. How the land will 
be conserved and lightly used 
will be determined in due time. 

THE NORTHERN SKY ISLANDS: 

LARGEST HIGH-BIODIVERSITY HABITAT BLOCK IN ARIZONA? 

Fragmentation  http://cascabelconservation.org/lower-san-pedro-habitat-connectivity-paper/ 

--Daniel Baker has completed his citizen’s science paper regarding the Northern Madrean 

Archipelago as the second largest unfragmented area in Arizona, based on areas without paved 

throughways [or other major fragmenting barriers], a metric also used by AZGF.  Maps of this 

relatively unfragmented area coincide very closely with an area of extraordinary biodiversity, 

enhancing its importance.  We have introduced the paper to both the Lower San Pedro Collaborative 

and the group of environmental organizations represented by EarthJustice.Studies indicate that this is 

the richest biodiversity area in the state, and thus is likely the largest high-biodiversity habitat block 

therein.  While there are many threats to the ecological integrity of the area, this paper proposes that 

traditional western livelihoods and nature-based tourism can coexist in concert with a sustainable 

ecosystem, but that these fragmenting elements are deal-breakers to the maintenance of this widely 

recognized environmental and economic treasure. 

 

 

Cactus Blossom 

Childcare 

Louisa and Grace 
Foreman have opened 
shop! Congratulations 

Cascabel Community Center  
 

Board of Directors: 

Chairman      Barbara Clark                      At large         Bob Evans 

Treas.             Linda Haynes                                      Alan Wilkinson   

Secretary      Felicia Wilson 

Librarian       Lisa Vogel 

Valley View  Sue Newman 

Valley View Logo  -  Dave Shreeve and Barbara Clark 
 

  Submissions/suggestions/corrections to 
    Sue Newman   5851 Cascabel Rd    Cascabel 85602    
          Email:  snewsy@rnsmte.com 

Printed copies available at the Community Center or by request 

 

Now taking orders for halves or quarters   
www.saguaro-juniper.com/food/beef.html 
 

http://cascabelconservation.org/lower-san-pedro-habitat-connectivity-paper/
mailto:snewsy@rnsmte.com
http://www.saguaro-juniper.com/food/beef.html

